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Eritrean welcomed the lifting of the unjust sanctioned imposed on it in 2009. On November 14, 
2018, the UNSC lifted the sanctions with a unanimous vote. This article does not delve into the 
excuses for those sanctions and the political, economic and psychological injuries they caused 
on Eritrea and its people. Suffice to say, though, that Eritrea had to overcome the adverse 
effects of yet another episode of a travesty of justice exacted by the UN.  
 
While the majority of Eritreans and the friends of Eritrea have celebrated the occasion, some 
few pockets, however, found the news depressing. One should ask: why are some folks 
miserably dispirited when the majority of us are holding our spirit high?  
 
Some elements from the so-called opposition camp have invested heavily on championing for 
the isolation and encircling of Eritrea. Now that this strategy is out of use, they have causes to 
be sad for the following reasons. 
 

1. Their considerations for regime change were based on how fast the mighty army of 
Ethiopia decimated Eritrean defenses forces so that they could parachute themselves in, 
seize power and get president Isais Afewerki "DEAD OR ALIVE." Now, that wishy-washy 
“strategy” is gone. They must feel bad. Understandable. 

2. They had long given up on the support they might get from Eritreans, so the only way 
through which they thought would accomplish regime change, a euphemism for seizing 
power, was through piggybacking foreign powers and spearheading the interests of 
those foreign powers, part of which was to starve Eritrea by denying it access to foreign 
aid and direct investment. The campaigns conducted to tarnish the image of Eritrea, by 
portraying it as a pariah state, were part and parcel of this strategy, and the unjust 
sanctions were the culmination of those efforts. 

 
 In a nutshell, they believe the continuity of international hostility towards Eritrea would 
eventually make Eritrea succumb to the weight exerted on it, so that, as they would fondly 
describe it, Eritrea would implode under the pressure of mighty powers. 
 
Now, both considerations are wiped out from their battle plan. Worse, their long patron and the 
architect of the unjust sanctions is currently fighting for its life, hunted and cornered by its own 



government. Everything looks pretty gloomy for these few self-appointed marshals of regime 
change. The horizon is too far and seems unreachable to them. The images of victory and the 
process of rewriting the fate of our country's future, as dictated by Mekele cadres, appear to 
have been mere glossy mirages of incoherent minds. 
 
They accuse PFDJ of lacking legitimacy yet they have no popular support, nor any legitimacy to 
speak on our behalf. Knowingly or unknowingly, some of these groups and individuals, indeed, 
conspired with foreign powers against the interests of our nation. 
 
obviously, Eritrean individuals and/or groups that worked for or coordinated with the TPLF-
controlled regime of Ethiopia, in the period from the start of the hostilities in 1998 until July 9, 
2018, the date the war officially ended, are in no position to lecture us on what is crucially 
needed for Eritrea at this time. They simply are not credible, and thus, as it stands, they have 
made themselves irrelevant to the current discussion. To catch up with relevant Eritrean 
priorities and join the national dialogue for orderly change, they will need to reinvent 
themselves. 
 
For these folks, the road to redemption goes through the following stations. 

 
1. Go back to the drawing board and do self-assessment. Acknowledge your disastrous 

roles in prolonging the misery of Eritrea. 
2. Acknowledge that there were real existential threats posed on Eritrea and you were part 

of the evil designs. Don't pass it as if there was a merely self-produced " siege 
mentality." 

3. Stop your nonsense posting of "fatwas" for getting president Isaias Afewerki "dead or 
alive," or the ordering of regime change from the comforts of the western world. Eritrea 
has its own calendar and schedule for transitioning, governed by the realities dictating it. 
Make believable moves and calls. Come up with a reasonable plan that coalesces the 
nation around common agendas. 

 
Before I jump to the other side, let me make the following clear. The majority of Eritreans who 
opposed the government on certain issues never compromised the security of the nation. This is 
to say that I am not lumping together all those who criticized the government. 
 
How about those who are celebrating the lifting of the sanctions? 
 
History shows us that we Eritreans are good at managing adversities. However, we are not 
quite good at managing victories. The sense of coming out as a triumphant should increase our 
awareness of shouldering a much greater responsibility and of the fact that we are entering a 
more delicate chapter in our journey. Victory should induce in us a somber state of mind so that 
we don't miss opportunities. 
 
For all practical reasons, PFDJ will have to lead the country through the transitional phases, we 
should never entertain regime change at this crucial stage. But we should not shy away from 
our responsibilities to pressure PFDJ and the government to become effective, visionary and 
responsible. PFDJ members deserve our appreciation, and with that, they should play even a 
greater role in unifying the country towards a better future.  
 
We must be able to create a domestically grown political potential and a fertile ground that can 
absorb the myriads of political prescriptions coming from the diaspora. Without that, if the 



country is left to become the canvas for all of the destructive ideas crippling diaspora politics, 
that would be the end of Eritrea. Some of the diaspora-induced ideas are just alien to Eritrea. 
The moderates of the opposition could blend into the national political discourse if there is a 
reasonably tolerant political climate. 
 
The task of demarcating the border, solidifying peace in the region and taking the county from 
war footing to peaceful reconstruction needs a well organized political force and a government 
that has been dealing with the thick and thin of the underlying causes. One should not have to 
like the government but that is just the conclusion one would reach if not fogged by a poor 
judgment. Of course, PFDJ should reorganize and strengthen itself and relaunch its 1994 
national charter. This understanding emanates from the fact that we have only one political 
force in Eritrea and the strengthening of this national force will inevitably move us into the post-
war era of nation-building, including the strengthening of institutions and preparing the nation for 
plural democracy. That is the shortest and less costly way of bringing a lasting change, folks. No 
more wars, no more revolutions. Given the chance and appropriate venues, Eritreans are 
capable of solving their problems. 
 
 Desires and whims sometimes move parallel to reality never to intercept it. Only those who are 
disciplined enough to read reality as it presents itself are able to design appropriate 
mechanisms to exploit it. There should be no place for untested wannabes at this crucial stage. 
They could help their country if they get down from their high horses and play constructive roles. 
Peace and stability will yield a peaceful transition.  
 
Yes, to peaceful and domestically driven change; yes to an orderly transition, but no to stirring 
chaos. Yes to a comprehensive and positive change, but no to a "regime change," because the 
change Eritreans aim at is more than regime change. And let’s admit it, this same regime is the 
one that has demonstrated it could keep the country intact despite rocking regional and global 
political and diplomatic volcanoes. At this crucial juncture of our history, it bears the 
responsibility of leading the transformation of the country. That’s just nothing but admitting the 
fact. 
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