
 
Letter to the Editor of National Post. 
 
Kevin Libin 
National Post Editor 
 
Dear Mr. Libin 
 
Since July 29, 2011, the National Post published a number 
of articles depicting Eritrea and Eritreans in very a negative 
way by repeating allegations, which the Ethiopian 
government has been desperately trying to sell to the US, 
UN, the European Union, the African Union and the East 
African organization of Intergovernmental Authority on 
Development (IGAD). The allegations range from “Eritrea 
was behind a plot to attack an African Union Summit in 
Ethiopia” National Post July 29, 2011 to “Eritrea raising 
money in Canada, financing terrorists to attack Canada” 
and “Eritrea’s Extortions” National Post, November 5, 
2011. 
 
The consistent massages in all of these allegations are: 

 Eritrea is extorting 2% taxes from its Diaspora 
community. 

 The funds from the 2% Diaspora tax is being used by 
the Government of Eritrea to support the “Al-Qaida 
affiliated Al-Shabab” terrorist groups, which is 
destabilizing the Horn of Africa and also poses a threat 
to Canada and international peace and security. 

 
Our Eritrean community would like to draw your attention to 
the following simple facts with respect to these allegations. 
 
The overwhelming majority of Eritreans know that the 



primary source of all of the allegations is the current 
government of Ethiopia. 
Eritreans endured decades of relentless terror and 
persecution in the hands of successive Ethiopian 
governments, including the current government of Ethiopia, 
which literally robbed, 70,000 Eritreans off all their worldly 
possessions in 1998 and deported them to Eritrea with only 
the shirts on their backs. The sick and old died on route to 
Eritrea. 
The history of the Eritrean - Ethiopian conflict is too long to 
entertain here but suffice it to say that it is a history of 
debilitating wars, deeply held mistrust and failed 
relationships on both sides. At the present moment, in 
violation of international law and the 2002 ruling of the 
Eritrean – Ethiopian Boundary Commission, Ethiopia is still 
occupying sovereign Eritrean territory. Moreover, the current 
Ethiopian regime sees Eritrea and Eritreans as a threat to its 
very existence and it is determined to do whatever it takes to 
preemptively deal with the perceived threat to its survival. 
 
At various times during the Eritrean – Ethiopian conflict, 
Ethiopian rulers consistently referred to Eritreans opposed to 
their occupations as “bandits” and after the 9/11 terrorist 
attack, the current Ethiopian government has upgraded this 
label to “terrorists” in an attempt to define its own version of 
“the war on terror”. Moreover, it has consistently fabricated 
terrorist charges and used criminal methods to silence 
internal and external opposition to its rule. There are credible 
documents to indicate that the current government of 
Ethiopia carried out a serious of bomb attacks against its 
own citizens and later blamed it on “Oromo terrorist group” 
supported by the State of Eritrea. 
 
Eritreans are victims of terrorism and they never have and 
will never support any form of terrorism. Even in the darkest 



hours of our history when we were being raped, murdered 
and burned alive in our homes, we Eritreans never saw 
terrorism as a means for ending our suffering. Terrorism is 
an alien concept in our Eritrean political and social culture. 
Eritreans in general and the Eritrean communities abroad 
are law-abiding citizens whose primary objective is to work 
hard and support their families and country. 
 
Eritreans understand the political motive of the Ethiopian 
government for attacking our community and Eritrean 
identity. However, the Canadian Eritrean community is 
shocked and disappointed to find out that the respected 
National Post has joined the political smear bandwagon. 
Accusing the Canadian Eritrean community of supporting 
terrorism by reprinting the politically motivated allegations 
without independently verifying the factual basis of the 
charges is simply cut and past journalism and it amounts to 
allowing your respected newspaper to become another 
mouthpiece of the Ethiopian regime. Our community rejects 
these false accusations against our Eritrean identity. Our 
community will not be intimidated to silence. Furthermore, 
our community will not remain silent while our good name 
and goodwill to support our war ravaged country and people 
are being criminalized. 
 
We believe that you are fully aware that in the recent past 
nations were invaded based on government information and 
media reports that turned out to be false but unfortunately 
resulted in the lose of lives of hundreds of thousands of 
innocent civilians who had nothing to do with the political 
games of the day. 
 
The Eritrean community is vey much aware that the 
Ethiopian government is spending millions of dollars 
lobbying western powers and intuitions to isolate the 



government of Eritrean and disrupt the support of the 
Eritrean community for their country and people. Our 
community would like to believe that the articles in the 
National Post are not influenced by the Ethiopian lobby 
group but we question the coincidence of your articles, in 
terms of timing and content with the current desperate 
campaign by the Ethiopian government to impose a second 
round of UN sanctions against our country and people. 
 
Due to our unique history of struggle, Eritreans have become 
a fiercely independent group of people who have and will 
always support our country and we will never idly watch 
Eritrea turn into another beggar state for western aid. 
Members of the Eritrean Diaspora community voluntarily pay 
a 2% flat income tax rate to support their war ravaged nation 
and Eritrean victims of 30 years of war. Eritreans who don’t 
want to pay the 2% voluntary income tax are not forced and 
or coerced to pay. I know and believe a significant number of 
Eritreans don’t pay the 2% income tax. However, if they 
require services from the Eritrean government, they will have 
to pay for the services, which is not any different than 
western expatriates paying taxes and service fees to their 
respective governments. 
 
Our Eritrean community understands and believes that the 
Government of Eritrea uses the financial support from its 
citizens to construct roads, schools, hospitals, health clinics 
and provide other necessary social services in addition to 
supporting tens of thousands of war disabled veterans and 
families. I know for a fact that my birthplace village which 
was burned down to the ground numerous times by 
successive Ethiopian regimes has now a gravel road and an 
intermittent source of power supply for the first time ever. 
 
Al-Shabab is a terrorist group, which was formed after the 



2006 Ethiopian invasions of Somalia. It is self-evident that 
Eritrea doesn’t have the financial and logistical resources to 
bankroll Al-Shabab. Al-Shabab doesn’t need Eritrean 
support for its survivable. The current local, regional and 
international geopolitical issues provide the required fuel for 
its existence and its main sources of weapons are the 
lucrative arms trade in the Horn of Africa, mainly in Somalia 
and Ethiopia. Somalia and Ethiopia were awash with arms 
after the collapse of the heavily armed Said Barre and 
Mengistu regimes. 
 
 
Eritrean Canadians are productive members of the Canadian 
society. They understand, appreciate and are very proud of 
Canada’s unique and proud history of supporting global 
peace initiatives. Eritreans understand the tangible 
consequence of war and will always actively strive to 
contribute towards global peace starting with our 
communities and neighborhoods. 
 
Sincerely 
 
Walday Abeda 
 


