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IS this Genocide in Making?  

On 2009, when the initial sanction was imposed on Eritrea under resolution 1907, it was 

labeled as a smart sanction.  I, so as most Eritreans, did not agree with that label but there 

were some who were mislead and believed that the sanction is smart.  By enlarge, 

Eritreans have rejected the sanction.  Hundreds of thousands petitions were gathered and 

multiple world wide demonstrations, with tens-thousands of participants, were organized.  

There were few Eritreans who supported the sanction against the will of the super 

majority.  The proponents of the sanction, Obama‟s administration and the Woyanes, 

instead of heeding to the plea of the Eritrean people, are proposing the sanction get 

tightened-it is tantamonous to commit genocide against the Eritrean people.    

They only had and still have one thing in mind; crashing the Eritrean government at any 

cost.  Those Eritreans whom supported the sanction were using the “smart sanction” as a 

political cover for their support.  Eritrea has survived that sanction with small dent on it‟s 

pride.  Eritrean people, whom rejected terrorism as a means of struggle, even when their 

people were killed and their villages were burned [terrorized], do not entertain terrorism 

as a means of struggle.  What make it sad is those who terrorized our people, those who 

burned our people in Una, those who used their Tanks to crash our children in SheEb and 

those who had no qualm to drop napalm bomd on Massawa had managed to call us a 

terrorist.-„Zeben gmtlish may nAKeb‟.  I am not surprised to see that those who 

commited these henios crimes working day and night to expose our people to starvation: 

„wedi dimu nay Kedemu‟.  What was surprising is to see some Eritrean personalities and 

organization supported sanction that was impossed in 2009 and what even more 

surprising is to see them supporting the current proposed sanction.  Do they really 

understand what they are supporting?  Do they really evaluate the devastating effect of 

this sanction will have on the Eritrean people?  Folks, you don‟t have to wait and see its 

effects on our people as sanctions and their effects to the people are not new.     

To gauge the effects of this drafted sanction on the Eritrean people, let us compare it with 

the sanction that was imposed on Iraq per UN resolution 1990.  Wikipedia provides a 

detailed references that will help to understand the devastating effect of that sanction on 

the Iraqi people-for your convenience I have copied and pasted what Wikipedia noted on 
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attachment I of this article.  For example; it is important to note that the sanction almost 

tripled the infant mortality in Iraq.  The effects being horrendous, even the law makers of 

the country who promoted the sanction, signed a petition that it being lifted.  The effect 

of the proposed sanction on the Eritrean people will be worse than that of the  Iraq‟s for 

the following reasons: 

 The current drafted sanction, promoted by Ethiopia, is more strict than what was 

imposed on Iraq following the envasion of Kuwait.   

 Iraq by then was in a better economic status than today‟s Eritrea.   

 In general Iraq‟s neighbors were sympathetic to the Iraqi people than today‟s 

Eritrea neighbor‟s to Eritreans. 

 Regardless of what being said, the sanction on Eritrea is a result of a Super-power 

siding with Ethiopia.  The sanction of Iraq is also a Super-power siding with 

Kuwait.  Kuwait had no or very minimal influence on Iraq‟s neighbors whereas 

Ethiopia‟s dominance over it‟s neighbors is vivid.  To give an example; our 

neighbors understand that the 2006‟s Ethiopian invastion of Somalia is a bad 

precedence-they can face the same invasion in the future.  However,  Our 

neighbors has voted to support Ethiopia‟s invasion of Somalia in 2006 against 

their long term interest.  Due to this influence, our neighbors will not rescue our 

people.  Contrary, most of them will cooperate with Ethiopia and strangulate the 

people. 

Folks, this is genocide in making.  I don‟t expect from the Woyane‟s, who had no qualm 

to commit genocide on their people, anything different but I don‟t understand why any 

Eritrean or any person with consciousness will support such evil design.  If an opposition 

party supports the sanction for political expediency, it is suicidal.  The Eritrean people are 

smarter than what they are credit for.  They might forgive but will not forget.  You will 

be responsible for the death of the children due to starvation or for the suffering of 

mothers due to lack of medication.  Irrespective of your position, the powers of the day 

are going to do what they planned to do.  However, why do you want to conive with them 

agianst your people?   

It is overdue that you voice your opinion against this sanction!     
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Attachment I                    

Effects of Iraq UN sanction 

Estimates of deaths during sanctions 

Estimates of excess deaths during sanctions vary depending on the source. The estimates 

vary 
[28][39]

 due to differences in methodologies, and specific time-frames covered.
[40]

 A 

short listing of estimates follows: 

 Unicef: 500,000 children (including sanctions, collateral effects of war). "[As of 

1999] [c]hildren under 5 years of age are dying at more than twice the rate they 

were ten years ago."
[28][41]

  

 Former U.N. Humanitarian Coordinator in Iraq Denis Halliday: "Two hundred 

thirty-nine thousand children 5 years old and under" as of 1998.
[42]

  

 "probably ... 170,000 children", Project on Defense Alternatives, "The Wages of 

War", 20. October 2003
[43]

  

 350,000 excess deaths among children "even using conservative estimates", Slate 

Explainer, "Are 1 Million Children Dying in Iraq?", 9. October 2001.
[44]

  

 Economist Michael Spagat: "very likely to be [less than] than half a million 

children." He claims that these estimates are unable to isolate the effects of sanctions 

alone due to the lack of "anything resembling a controlled experiment".
[45][45]

  

 "Richard Garfield, a Columbia University nursing professor ... cited the figures 

345,000-530,000 for the entire 1990-2002 period"
[46]

 for sanctions-related excess 

deaths.
[47]

  

 Zaidi, S. and Fawzi, M. C. S., The Lancet (1995, estimate withdrawn in 

1997):567,000 children.
[45]

  

 Editor (then "associate editor and media columnist") Matt Welch,
[48]

 Reason 

Magazine, 2002: "It seems awfully hard not to conclude that the embargo on Iraq has 

... contributed to more than 100,000 deaths since 1990."
[31][47]

  

 Former U.S. Attorney General Ramsey Clark: 1.5 million (includes sanctions, 

bombs and other weapons, depleted uranium poisoning).
[49]

  

 British Member of Parliament George Galloway: "a million Iraqis, most of them 

children."
[50]

  

 Iraqi Baathist government: 1.5 million.
[31]

  

 Iraqi Cultural Minister Hammadi: 1.7 million (includes sanctions, bombs and 

other weapons, depleted uranium poisoning)
[51]

  

Infant and child death rates 

 

Iraq's infant and child survival rates fell after sanctions were imposed. 

A May 25, 2000 BBC article
[52]

 reported that before Iraq sanctions were imposed by the 

UN in 1990, infant mortality had "fallen to 47 per 1,000 live births between 1984 and 
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1989. This compares to approximately 7 per 1,000 in the UK." The BBC article was 

reporting from a study of the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, titled 

"Sanctions and childhood mortality in Iraq", that was published in the May 2000 Lancet 

medical journal.
[27]

 The study concluded that in southern and central Iraq, infant 

mortality rate between 1994 and 1999 had risen to 108 per 1,000. Child mortality rate, 

which refers to children between the age of one and five years, also drastically inclined 

from 56 to 131 per 1,000.
[52]

 In the autonomous northern region during the same period, 

infant mortality declined from 64 to 59 per 1000 and under-5 mortality fell from 80 to 72 

per 1000, which was attributed to better food and resource allocation. 

The Lancet publication
[27]

 was the result of two separate surveys by UNICEF
[28]

 between 

February and May 1999 in partnership with the local authorities and with technical 

support by the WHO. "The large sample sizes - nearly 24,000 households randomly 

selected from all governorates in the south and center of Iraq and 16,000 from the north - 

helped to ensure that the margin of error for child mortality in both surveys was low," 

UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said.
[28]

 

In the spring of 2000 a U.S. Congressional letter demanding the lifting of the sanctions 

garnered 71 signatures, while House Democratic Whip David Bonior called the 

economic sanctions against Iraq "infanticide masquerading as policy."
[53]
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