
ሓጺር ታሪኽ ሂወት ተስፋማርያም ወልደማርያም ክፍሉ 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF  
MR TESFAMARIAM WOLDEMARIAM KIFLU 

“እዛ ምድራዊት ናይ ድንኳን ቤትና እንተ ፈረሰት እኳ፡ ሓንቲ 

ህንጻ ኻብ ኣምላኽ፡ ብኢድ ዘይተገብረት ናይ ዘለኣለም ቤት ኣብ 

ሰማያት ከም ዘላትና፡ ንፈልጥ ኢና።” 2 ቆረ 5:1 



ሓጺር ታሪኽ ሂወት ተስፋማርያም ወልደማርያም ክፍሉ 
ሕዳር 12፡ 1950 - መጋቢት 27፡ 2015 

 

 ዚተፈተወ ሓውን ኣቦን ኣቶ ተስፋማርያም ወልደማርያም ክፍሉ ካብ ኣብኡ ቀሺ 
ወልደማርያም ክፍሉ ደብረጽዮንን ካብ ኣዲኡ ወይዘሮ ድንቅነሽ ማረ ኪዳኑን፡ ኣብ ከተማ 
ደቀምሓረ  ኣከለጉዛይ፡ ኤርትራ ብታሕሳስ 12፡ 1950 ተወልደ፡፡ ተስፋማርያም ወዲ ሰለስተ 
ዓመት ኣብ ዚነበረሉ ምስ ስድርኡ ካብ ደቀምሓረ ናብ ዓዲ ዃላ ገዓዙ፡፡  
ዕድሜኡ ንትምህርቲ ኣብ ዚበቕዓሉ፡ ተስፋማርያም ክሳብ ናማእከላይ ደረጃ ትምህርቲ 

ዚጭርስ ኣብ ዓዲ ዃላ ተኸታተለ፡፡ ናይ ካልኣይ ደረጃ ትምህርቱ ኣብ አስመራ ፡ አብ 
ቀ.ሃ.ስ 2ይ ደረጃ ፡ ድሕሪ ምፍጻሙ፡ ኣብ ኣስመራ ዩኒቨርሲቲ ናይ ኮሎጅ ትምህርቲ 
ብምክትታል፡ ብ 1974 ብናይ ቁጠባ ዲግሪ ተመረቐ፡፡ ተስፋማርያም ብንእስነቱ እንከሎ 
ኣፍቃሪ ስድራቤቱ፡ ርህሩህ፡ ደንጋጺ፡ ንድኻ ምሕጋዝ ዚፈቱ ሰብ ነበረ። ኣብ ካልኣይ ደረጃ 
እንናተማህረ፡ ናይ ልብሲ ሽግር ዚነበሮም መማህርቱ ሒዝዎም ናብ ገዝኡ ድሕሪ ምኻድ፡ 
ንነብሱ ሓንቲ ቅያር ጥራሕ ብምትራፍ ንዝነበሮ ክዳውንቲ ንመማህርቱ ከም ዚዓደሎም 
ይንገር፡፡ 
 ተስፋማርያም ብኣጋኡ ክብ ዚበለ ንቕሓት ዘጥረየን፡ ብጉዳይ ህዝቡን ሃገሩን 
ዚግደስ ተማሃራይን ኢዩ ነይሩ። ኣብ ናይ ኤርትራ ተመሃሮ ምንቅስቓስ ኣበርክቶኡ ድማ 
ጎሊሁ ዝልለ’ዩ፡፡ ተመሃራይ ኣስመራ ዩኒቨርሲቲ ኣብ ዚነበረሉ፡ ናይ ዩኒቨርሲቲ ማሕበር 
ተመሃሮ ንምቋም ኣብ ዚተኻየደ ቃልሲ፡ ተስፋማርያም ወሳኒ ተራ ተጻዊቱ። ኣብቲ ብ 1972 
ድሕሪ ሓያል ቃልሲ ምስ ምምሕዳር ትካልን ሰበ ስልጣን ኢትዮጲያን ዚቖመ ማሕበር 
ተመሃሮ ዩኒቨርሲቲ ኣስመራ (STUDENT ASSOCIATION OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
ASMARA – SAUA - ሳዋ)፡ ተስፋማርይም ካብቶም መስረቲ ማሕበር ጥራሕ ዘይኮነስ፡ ነቲ 
ዕሸል ማሕበር ናይ መጀመርታ ፕረሲደንትኡ ኮይኑ ኣገልጊሉ፡፡ ኣብ ትሕቲ መሪሕነቱ፡ ሳዋ፡ 
ናይ ተመሃሮ ዩኒቨርሲቲ ኣስመራ ብፍላይ፡ ብሓፈሽኡ ድማ ናይ ኤርትራ ተመሃሮ ንቕሓትን 
ተሳትፎን ኣብ ሃገራዊ ቃልሲ ንምጉልባት ዓቢ ተራ ተጻዊታ።ተስፋማርያም ዚነበሮ ናይ 
ምጽሓፍ ክእለት፡ ነታ ማሕበር ናይ ገዛእ ርእሳ ኣዚዩ ኣገዳሲ ትሕዝቶ ዘለዎ ንቓልሲ ህዝብና 
ዚምልከት ጽሑፋት ንምውጻእን ንምዝርጋሕን ኣኽኢሉ።  ምስ ኣብ ኣዲስ ኣበባ ዩኒቨርሲቲን 
ምስ ኣብ ኢትዮጵያን ኤርትራን ዝነበሩ ናይ ላዕለዋይ ደረጃ ኤርትራውያን ተመሃሮን ጽዕቕ 
ርክባት ንኽካየድን፡ ናይ ኤርትራ ተመሃሮ ስምረት ደልዲሉ ናብ ብረታዊ ተጋድሎኦም 
ተሰሊፎም ንኽቃለሱ ኣብ ምብርባሮምን እውን፡ ተስፋማርያም ከም መራሒ ናይ ሳዋ ዓቢ 
ተራ ዚተጻወተ ዜጋዩ።   
 ተስፋማርያም ኣብ ጽሑፋቱን መደረታቱን ንተመሃሮ መንእሰያት ኤርትራ ናብ 
ቃልሲ ህዝቦምን ሃገሮምን ከቕልቡን ክስለፉን ኣብ ምጽዋዕ ጥራሕ ኣይተወሰነን። ገና 
ተመሃራይ ከሎ፡ ኣብ ኣስመራ ከም ስሩዕ ኣባል ተጋድሎ ሓርነት ኤርትራ፡ ተሳትፎኡ ኣብ 
ብረታዊ ቃልሲ ዘረጋገጸ ሰብ ኔሩ፡፡ ብ 1974 ድሕሪ ምምራቑ፡ ነዊሕ ከይጸንሔ፡ ናብ 
ብረታዊ ተጋድሎ ንምስታፍ ንሜዳ ኤርትራ ኣተወ። ተስፋማርያም ብዚነበሮ ጉሉህ ናይ 
ምምራሕ ክእለት፡ ነዊሕ ከይጸንሔ፡ ኣብቲ ኣብ 1975 ዚተኻየደ ካልኣይ ሃገራዊ ጉባኤ፡ ከም 
ኣባል ሰውራዊ ባይቶ ኮይኑ ድሕሪ ምምራጹ፡ ኣባል ፈጻሚት ሽማገለ፡ ሓላፊ ናይ ዜና ቤት 
ጽሕፈት ኮይኑ ንኸገልግል ተመዘዘ። ኣብዚ ከም ሓላፊ ናይ ዜና ቤት ጽሕፈት ዚተሰከሞ 
ሓላፍነት፡ ተስፋማርያም፡ ናይ ተ.ሓ.ኤ. ናይ ዜና ኣገልግሎት ንህዝብን ተጋደልትን 
ብዓይነትን ብዓቐንን ብተዓጻጻፊ ከም ዚሰፍሕን ዚምዕብልን ኣብ ምግባሩ ናይ ምምራሕ 
ተራኡ ዝነኣድ ኔሩ።    

The emergence of the modern “essay” form in the Tigrinya language was closely asso-

ciated with the establishment of Nay Ertra Semunawi Gazetta and the formation of the 

“Tigrinya Language Council” in 1944 in Asmara. The editor of Nay Ertra Semunawi 

Gazetta, abona Weldeab Weldemariam, and other prominent political figures of the 

time like Abraha Tessema, Zerai Seqwar, Girmu Zeberakit, Tesfazion Deres, and Ge-

bremeskel Weldu contributed hugely to the modernization of the Tigrinya language, 

and particularly to the emergence of the political essay. Tesfamariam Weldemariam 

can be grouped in that category for his impact on Tigrinya. 

ብጻድቃን ኢለካ!  

 ብርዒ ኣልዒለ`ንደ`የ፤  
 ኣይፋልካ!  

ኰፍ`ሞ በል።  

  ምህረይ ጽሞና፤ መዓልካ!!  

ግጥሚ`ዶ፡ ቅኔ ከፍልሓልካ?  

(ተስፋማርያም ወልደማርያም፡ 6/6/2001) 

Another poem entitled “Lillo” juxtaposes greater societal issues to the personal. This 

is also one of the most complex poems in which, by mixing the historical and spiritual 

mythical past, the existentialist question “who am I?”, and the contemporary political 

present, Tesfamariam seems to be self-consciously trying to create new boundaries for 

Tigrinya poetry. A high flying and elegantly dancing eagle is the persona of the poem. 

The bird roams above the earth spreading its graceful wings; he observes, looking de-

tached, even arrogant; yet it’s kind as it never shows the intention of attacking the hu-

mans and chicken below on the ground. Still, as the bird hovers above, jealous humans 

despise its poise and assurance and cast slurs against it, while the chicks worry that it 

might harm them, as they know the “male hen” (Andaaf) neither cares that much for 

them nor is potent enough to protect them, despite its self-declared might and im-

portance. Intensely metaphorical, the poem is distinctively about inner-dialog as well 

as a dialog with the larger world down below that the bird is able to survey from the 

sky. The image of the flying bird also remarkably fits the image of the poet, who, as 

his life story attests, aimed to fly high both in moral and intellectual terms, despite 

hardship and also, perhaps, lack of worldly recognition. What is uniquely interesting 

about this poem, however, is that it ends with the bird still flying and is never seen 

touching the earth, whilst the chicks below watch confused and waiting. Obviously, 

the true meaning of this complex poem is hard to decipher, as great poems are meant 

to be. But, perhaps, by giving us the image of the flying bird, Tesfamariam was giving 

a little clue to the secret. He might be saying to us ‘I was your flying bird, your ob-

serving-eye, but now I am going home to rest, sleep in peace in my beloved Eritrea.  

“እሞ ኣጆኹም፡ ሕድርኹም።”  

 

Thank you, Tesfariam. 

Have a good flight, Tesfamariam! 

Amen. 



 

In Memoriam: Tesfamariam Weldemariam 

By Ghirmai Negash 
4/5/2015 

 Time has come. Today, we mourn our loss as we celebrate his life and honor 

his legacy. With deep sadness, we say farewell to Tesfamariam Weldemariam. 

Tesfamariam has been a good son of the nation, a companion and friend to  mother Elsa 

Mesfin Embaye, and loving father to his daughter Yasmin. He was a good brother, 

friend, and mentor to many of us. He will be dearly missed and will always remain in 

our hearts.  

 

Today, we grieve our loss. But we should also celebrate our brother’s life, for he lived 

his life to the fullest, and more importantly, he lived his life the way he wanted it. 

Tesfamariam was a profound thinker, and a person of great courage. Self-assured, he 

lived his life with dignity yet with modesty; he often chose a path less traveled and yet 

persisted as he walked it, and sometimes simply opted for the risky and the unknown 

while treading with poise and bravery—traits that stayed with him until the last minute 

he succumbed to that terrible illness. The American philosopher and writer Elbert Hub-

bard once wrote that in order to live a free, full, and meaningful life, one must be brave 

enough to stand social censure and other risks of disapproval. Hubbard put it this way: 

“To avoid criticism, do nothing, say nothing, and be nothing.” He was right, and 

Tesfamariam is the proof. Tesfamariam lived his life the way he wanted to live it, doing 

everything he saw necessary, and standing for what he believed without any sense of 

fear or regret. 

 

Tesfamariam’s life was marked by a mix of politics and aesthetics. And I particularly 

would like to celebrate and memorialize (with you) Tesfamariam the thinker, Tesfama-

riam the writer, Tesfamariam the poet. During his time as President of the Student Un-

ion at the University of Asmara, he developed strong leadership and debating skills. 

Those qualities served him well when he joined the Eritrean nationalist movement for 

independence in 1974; in 1975, barely a year later, Tesfamariam was elected as the 

Head of ELF’s Information Office, and he quickly established himself as one of the 

main intellectuals and thinkers of the revolution. In Eritrean history, Tesfamariam will 

be most remembered, in addition to his other contributions, for creating some of the 

most powerful African-language journals produced by a resistance movement on the 

continent during the 1970s and 80s. Two of these journals were Gedli Hizbi Ertra, ad-

dressed to the general audience, and Gesgis, mainly targeted at the learned, political 

elite of the movement. Not surprisingly, Tesfamariam wrote many historical piec-

es, essays, and political commentary for the periodicals and, in so doing, 

shaped the political discourse of the movement. Strongly influenced by leftist 

European thinkers and writers, like Karl Marx and Jean-Paul Sartre, Tesfama-

riam was also the movement’s chief figure to develop the genre of the “political 

essay” in Tigrinya. His essay embodied the values of the revolution mixed with 

personal insight, and he fashioned a new style of Tigrinya writing character-

ized by complex sentences and many newly fangled words which he consciously 

and successfully coined in order to enrich the language so that it can carry the 

weight of the then evolving modernist ideals of the revolution and emergent 

ከም ኣባል መሪሕነት ውድብ ተ.ሓ.ኤ. ተስፋማርያም ተራኡ ካብ ናይ ዜና ሓላፊ ንላዕሊ’ዩ 
ኔሩ። ኣብ ብዙሕ ሃገራዊ ጉዳያት ከም ናይ ሓድነት ዘተን ናይ ሓባር ፖለቲካውን 
ወተሃደራውን  መደባትን ምስ ህ.ግ.ሓ.ኤ.፡ ናይ ትግራይን ካልኦት ናይ ኢትዮጲያ 
ውድባትን ንውድብ ተ.ሓ.ኤ. ወኪሉ ኣገዳሲ ተራ ዚተጻወተ ተጋዳላይ ኔሩ።  
ተስፋማርያም ካብ ንእስነቱ፡ ኣብ ሑቅፊ ኣብኡ እንከሎ’ዩ፡ ናይ ምንባብ ፍቅርን ናይ 
ምጽሓፍ ክእለትን ኪመሃር ዚጀመረ፡፡ ተስፋማርያም ከም ሰብ  ብዙሕ ዘንበበ፡ ሓያል 
ናይ ምሕሳብን ምምርማርን ክእለት ዘጥረየ፡ ሓው እዩ ኒሩ፡፡ ኣብቲ ናይ ሓተታዊ ይኹን 
ናይ ግጥሚ  ጽሑፋቱ ብዙሕ ኣገዳሲ ናይ ገዛእ ርእሱ ፈላሚ(ORGINAL) ትሕዝቶ  
ዘለዎ ስራሓት ንምግንዛብ ይከኣል። በዚ ድማ ተስፋማርያም ካብ ሓደሽቲ ቃላት 
ምህንዳስ፡ ፍሉይ ናይ ምሉእ ሓሳብ ቅርጻ ብምስራዕ፡ ክሳብ ናይ ገዛእ ርእሱ ኣገባብ 
ኣጸሓሕፋ ብምትእትታው፡ ንቛንቋ ትግርኛ ኣብ ምህብታምን ምምዕባልን ዓቢ ኣሰር 
ዚገደፈ ዜጋ እዩ። ሂያው ደብሪ ኣብ ትሕቲ ዚብል ኣርእስቲ፡ ንኽትሕተም ተቐሪባ ዘላ ናይ 
ግጥምታት መጽሓፉ ድማ ንስነጽሑፍ ናይ ትግርኛ ዓባይ ኣበርክቶ ከም እትኸውን እውን 
ኣየጠራጥርን።  
 ተስፋማርያም ቅድሚ ምስላፉ ይኹን ድሕሪ ኣብ ብረታዊ ተጋድሎ ምጽንባሩ፡ 
ዝኾነ ሓለፋ ዘይጽበ፡ ከም ተራ ሰብ ዚነብር፡ ንኹሉ ብልሽውና ናይ ኮንቱነት ሂወትን 
ዚነፈገ፡ ብኣርኣያነት ዝመርሕ ዝነበረ ተቓላሳይ ነበረ። ካብቲ ቀንዲ መለልይኡ ከኣ ሂወቱ 
ከምታ ዚደልያ ክነብራ ምምራጹ፡ ንውልቃዊ ነጻነቱ ኣዚዩ ዘኽብር ሰብ ምንባሩ’ዩ። 
ተስፋማርያም ንዓቢ ይኹን ንንእሽቶ፡ ንመራሒ ይኹን ንተራ  ብማዕረ ናይ ምጥማት 
ልምዱ ርኡይ ነበረ።  ኣብ ስደት ድሕሪ ምምጽኡ’ውን፡ ብኸምኡ ምንባሩ ቀጸለ። 
ተስፋማርያም ንግእዛዊ ስርዓተ ሃይማኖት ተዋህዶ ዝነበሮ ክብርን ኣድናቆትን ዓቢ ኔሩ። 
ዓለሙን ሂወቱን እታ ዚፈትዋ ሃገሩን ባህሉን   ነበሩ።  ተስፋማርያም ኣብ ውርሻታትን 
ክብርታትን ህዝቡ ዓቢ ኣኽብሮት ነበሮ፡ ናይ ሃገሩ ስልጣኔን ምዝምናውን ኪርኢ አውን 
ዓቢ ህርፋን ነበሮ።  
 ተስፋማርያም ኣብ ውሽጢ ሓደ ዓቢ ስድራቤት፡ ብናይ ወለዱን ኣሕዋቱን ፍቕሪ 
ተኸቢቡ ዚዓበየ ሰብ’ዩ።  ንሱ ንባዕሉ ኣቦ ናይ ሰልስተ ብልቢ ዚፈትዎምን ዘፍቅሮምን 
ደቁ እዩ። ተስፋማርያም ብዚሓደሮ ሕማም ዘድሊ ሕክምና ክገብር ድሕሪ ምጽንሑ፡ 
ብመጋቢት 27፡ 2015 ኣብ ኣትላንታ፡ ጆርጂያ ብስድራቤቱን ደቁን ፈተውቱን ተኸቢቡን 
ማሚቑን፡  ንሰለስቲኦም ደቁ፡ ፋይቱንግ፡ ሪም፡ ያዝሚን፥ ንኣሕዋቱ፡ ክፍሉ፡ ተስፋይ፡ 
እዝጊሃርያ፡ ውዳሰ፡ ንግስቲ፥ ብዙሓት ቤተሰብን ፈተውትን ብዙሕ ዘኽብርዎን ዘፍቅርዎን 
ሓያሎይ ናይ ቃልሲ ብጾቱን ሓዲጉ ካብዛ ዓለም ብሞት ተፈልዩ።  
 

ንሂወቱ ዕረፍቲ ይሃብ፡  ንቤተሰብ ጽንዓት የውርድ። 
ኣሜን   

 
 



 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF MR TESFAMARIAM 

WOLDEMARIAM KIFLU 
December 12, 1950 – March 27, 2015 

  

 Our beloved brother and father Mr. Tesfamariam Woldemariam 

Kiflu was born to his father Keshi Woldemariam Kiflu Debrezion and his 

mother Ms. Dinkinesh Mare Kidanu in the city of Dekemhare, Akeleguzai, 

Eritrea, on December 12, 1950. When Tesfamariam was three years old, the 

family moved to Adi Quala. 

When Tesfamariam was ready for school, he attended and completed his ele-

mentary and junior high school in Adi Quala. After finishing his secondary 

education at former Haile Sellasie Secodary School, he enrolled at Asmara 

University for his college education, and graduated in 1974 with bachelor 

degree in Economics. From early in his age, Tesfamariam demonstrated love 

to his family, compassion and sympathy to the poor. When he was a high 

school student, he took some of his fellow students who were in need of 

clothing, and gave away most of his to help them. 

 Since early in his life, Tesfamariam possessed deep awareness of the 

plight of his country and its people. Consequently he became actively in-

volved in the national Eritrean student movement and his contribution was of 

great significance. When he was a student at the University of Asmara, he 

played a decisive role in the establishment of the Student Association of the 

University of Asmara (SAUA). He was not only one the founding members 

of the association, but he was also its first president . He led the nascent or-

ganization in achieving unprecedented accomplishments in raising the con-

sciousness of Eritrean students about their national struggle and enhancing 

their involvement in it. His writing skills were very instrumental in enabling 

SAUA to produce its own the Voice of SAUA magazine, that published very 

well written articles relevant to the national cause. As president of the associ-

ation, Tesfamariam is a citizen that played remarkable role in establishing 

intensive contacts with Eritrean students at Addis Ababa University and oth-

er higher education students in Eritrea and Ethiopia, with the aim of cement-

ing their unity, and ensuring their participation in the national armed strug-

gle. 

 Tesfamariam was not limited to calling Eritrean students and youth 

in his writings and speeches to get involved in the movement for liberation 

of our country, but he was already underground active member of the Eritre-

an Liberation Movement. Immediately after his graduation in 1974, he left 

his home town to join the ELF. Fitting to his exceptional leadership capacity, 

Tesfamariam was elected as a member of the ELF Revolutionary Council in 

the Second National Congress held in 1975, and became a member of the 

executive committee of the ELF  responsible for its Information Office.   

 

As head of the Information Office of the ELF, Tesfamariam demonstrated a 

quality leadership in expanding and enhancing ELF’s information and mobi-

lization work inside the Eritrean Liberation Army and the Eritrean people at 

large. Tesfamariam’s role as a member of the Executive Committee was far 

beyond his responsibility for the information office. He was involved in 

many matters of greater national significance like his role in the unity nego-

tiations with the EPLF, the negotiations with other TPLF and other Ethiopi-

an organizations by representing the ELF regarding many military and polit-

ical issues Tesfamariam learned the love to read and the skills to write early 

in his life under his father’s instructions. He is a person that did a lot of 

reading and he possessed a strong power of critical thinking. His Tigrigna 

writing demonstrates many original styles and contents. By creating new 

words, sentence structures and writing styles, Tesfamariam is a citizen that 

left a remarkable contribution in enriching and developing the Tigrigna lan-

guage. No doubt, his book, “Hiyaw Debri”, a compilation of his poems, 

which is almost ready for publication, will be a great contribution to Ti-

grigna Literature.   

 Be it before or after he joined the armed struggle, Tesfamariam nev-

er looked for any privilege. He preferred to live a simple person’s life.  As a 

fighter, he disdained all aspects of corruption, and committed himself to 

leading by example. He was fair and even in dealing with young or old, 

leader or rank and file. and He was extremely protective of his personal 

freedom, and opted to live his life as he chose. Even during his life in ref-

uge, he maintained the same characteristics. His country and its people with 

their culture and values always remained the center of his life. He had great 

respect to his heritage. He greatly admired and respected the Geez Order of 

Eritrean Orthodox Church. He had strong aspiration to see progress in and 

modernization of his country.  

 Tesfamariam was raised in a big family, surrounded by abundant 

love of his parents and siblings. He, himself is a father of three children that 

he extremely loved and cherished. After being under medical treatment for 

the past few months, surrounded by his children family and friends 

Tesfamariam passed away on Mach 27, 2015 in Atlanta, Georgia, leaving 

behind his children Faitung, Rim and Yasmin; his brothers Kiflu and Tesfai; 

his sisters Izgiharia, Wudassie and Nighisti and many relatives, friends, and 

comrades that loved and respected him very much. 

 

Let God rest his soul, and give strength to his family and friends. 

 


