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Two months ago I posted an article by the title:” In the search for social justice: and I 

followed it by a subtitle: “is there a panacea for our current 

political problems?” At that time, I made a promise to write a 

series of articles with the same line aiming at discussing the topic 

with a broad perspective. BUT, I failed to keep my promise. That 

happened just because I changed my mind. The most of the 

comments and feedbacks I had received, opened my mind to a 

fact that many people tend to politicise every single word and jump to a rapid 

conclusion without giving themselves time to reread any piece of writing for the sake 

to deal with facts not emotions.  

The comments that I received, can explicitly be divided into two categories. One pro 

the Eritrean government and the other support its oppositions. Such emotional 

polarisation is understandable in societies, such as ours, without a legacy of 

democracy whereas people`s loyalties go to individuals rather than to a nation. That 

is to the contrary to liberal societies, where individuals abide by laws and respect 

democratic values when they express their individual ideas without any need of 

damaging polarisations.   

As I have noticed in most cases, Eritreans who are involved, these days, in politics, 

instead of dealing with the nation current challenges, they hide their faces behind 

EPLF-ELF`s cloak when they try to express their differences, in a way makes them 

captives of the past.   

However, I have learned a lot from the comments I received and I realized too that 

writing regarding political issues which are considered as taboos for some people, to 

the extent that makes me hark back the old axiom: “if you are not with me, you are 

against me” which it is the heart for whether discourse comes about.  
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From other side, a friend of mine phoned me after she had read the article and 

joined a session of discussion some friends was organized and they differed in 

interpreting the message I intended to send by posting the article in question. She 

told me that some of the audiences accused me by saying that I have used harsh 

and unjustified words against the Eritrean government.”  She added “that other 

participants claimed that the article defaced the Eritrean opposition and distorted its 

efforts to bring a democratic change in Eritrea and they depicted all that as totally 

unacceptable." 

 

She went forward to say that we are the two and other friends who we all recently 

escaped from Eritrea, for reasons are known to everyone, we were forced to defect 

the country. Unfortunately, my friend continues to add more, by saying: despite that 

our applications for asylum find unjustified rejections from the authorities of the 

countries where we sought protection. Therefore, I think dear Hannan, it is not logical 

to risk your life by posting such articles that are counterproductive to win enmity and 

not friendships as you think. " 

 

Thank you to those who interacted with the article, whether in agreement with the 

ideas raised or they expressed difference with them, it is not my goal to reach to an 

agreement with everyone, but only raising issues and ideas for public discussions to 

contribute in creating collective societal awareness and genuine dialogue among the 

elements of our new-born nation.  

In general, I would like the following points to be made before concluding this piece 

of writing: 

1. Everyone, especially those who are seeking for democratic change in Eritrea and 

to replace the regime in Asmara, must open channels with the people at home to 

identify their needs apart from politics; 

2. Remember that democracy is not a magic wand to solve the problems of the 

country; 

3. If the building of democracy requires the demolition of what exists and the 

fragmentation of the national entity, then the matter requires deep and calm reading, 

the destruction of the country is not easy. We are in fact in need of maintaining a 

homeland that has cost us dearly. 
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Finally, a lot of thanks until a meeting on other topics soon 


